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How to Save Time and Make 
Informed Decisions with Blackbaud 
Financial Edge NXT® Reports

As part of a lean nonprofit, your financial team doesn’t have 
time for duct-taped reporting workarounds. You need reports 
that can tell you where you stand, with the ability to dig in 
further if you need to so you can make data-driven decisions 
without exporting and importing a bunch of data.

Whether you want to get a quick overview of your financial 
data or spend time crafting a report to identify trends specific 
to your organization, Financial Edge NXT helps you get you the 
fund accounting insights you need. 

Financial Edge NXT  
Pre-Built Dashboards 
Include: 

 3 Accounts Payable Summary 

 3 Budget vs. Actual

 3 Income and Expense 
Summary 

 3 Development Overview 
(integrated with Blackbaud 
Raiser’s Edge NXT®) 

 3 Metrics 

 3 History of Changes 

 3 Transaction Codes 

 3 Receivables 

  and more!

Get a Quick Overview with Pre-Built Analytics
Often you need a quick look at your numbers before you jump into a meeting 
with your leadership. Or, in the middle of compiling an application, you need 
to verify whether a project is still on-budget without losing momentum on 
your current task. You don’t have time to build and run a detailed report.  

With 14 predefined dashboards—spanning payables, budgets, and invoice 
lists—you can quickly get a snapshot of what’s happening with your 
nonprofit’s finances.

From the Analysis tab, you are a few clicks away from getting real-time 
updates on information such as your budgets vs. actuals by project or a quick 
look at your cash on hand. And to make it even faster next time, you can save 
that specific view so it’s available the next time you log in. You can schedule 
this report to show up in your inbox every Monday, for example, to give you a 
baseline to plan your week. 

http://www.blackbaud.com
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“Without having 
a dashboard, it 
might have taken 10 or 15 
minutes to pull something 
and manipulate it, versus 
a couple of minutes to hit 
a button and drill down 
with the dashboard. If you 
add that up over a period 
of time, you’re definitely 
manpower saving.”
—Barbra Moore, Finance Director, 

Community Health Center of Lubbock

Dive Deeper into Common Reports with 
Customized Dashboards
When you are putting together reports for a Board meeting or for a grant 
update, the type of information will be standard, but the story you tell will be 
specific to your organization. With Dashboard Builder in Financial Edge NXT, 
you have access to the reports you expect but also the tools to customize 
them to get the information you need. 

Dashboard Builder makes it easy to visually understand what’s happening 
with your organization through graphs, lists, and charts. Organize your 
dashboard with the data you need and tweak it to get the constraints you 
are looking for. It can take a few minutes to get the information displayed 
the way you need it, and then dive deeper by drilling in. For example, on 
the tile with the project budget by fiscal year, you might see that expenses 
were higher than average during one month. You can easily click through 
and identify that you were getting ready for a fundraising campaign for that 
project, and several big expenses fell during that month.  

These customized dashboards are a great way to share important financial 
information with your leadership and other members of your team. For other 
Financial Edge NXT users, they can access the dashboard you created as 
view-only and see the information that is most pertinent to them. You can 
also easily save the reports as a PDF or image file to add to Board reports or 
grant applications.  

Sample dashboard created in Financial Edge NXT
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WHAT IS AN INSIGHT?

An insight is a visual 
representation of data that 
answers a specific question. To 
design an insight, you combine 
measures, attributes, and 
filters to tell stories in various 
formats, such as tables, bar 
charts, and pie charts. Insights 
are typically embedded on 
dashboards within the native 
system, providing more 
context to your data. 

Get Personalized Insights with Insight Designer 
There are times, such as during strategic planning and reporting on multi-
year grant projects, where you need more than a customized budget-to-
actuals dashboard. You need to be able to look at your data from a variety of 
angles and parse it down to really identify trends and opportunities. 

Because it’s a blank canvas, Insight Designer can be intimidating for team 
members who haven’t worked with queries in the past. But once you start 
creating insights, you’ll quickly realize how personalized you can get with 
your reporting. It helps to sketch out the KPIs you want to track, identify the 
story you want to communicate, and review the filters available before you 
get started.

Report built in Insight Designer

“Having more information available on demand for 
system users is one of the many ways Blackbaud 
Financial Edge NXT empowers us to be better stewards 
of the funds contributed by our donors.”
—Michelle Cummings, Assistant Vice President and Controller,  

University of South Florida Foundation

http://www.blackbaud.com
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About Blackbaud
Blackbaud (NASDAQ: BLKB) is the world’s leading cloud software company powering social good. Serving the entire social good community—nonprofits, 
higher education institutions, K–12 schools, healthcare organizations, faith communities, arts and cultural organizations, foundations, companies, and 
individual change agents—Blackbaud connects and empowers organizations to increase their impact through cloud software, services, data intelligence, 
and expertise. Learn more at www.blackbaud.com.

Watch Webinar

Get a closer look at the three levels of reporting in our webinar, 

The Reporting and Data Visualization Tools You Didn’t Know You 

Needed: Activate Your Financial Data. 

Tips for Success with Business Intelligence Tools 
Plan your work in advance. Think through what you want to know before 
you start building your dashboards. Mapping this out first will help you get to 
your insights faster. 

Don’t be afraid to experiment. See how your data presents in different chart 
types to see if it gives you a new angle. Use different filters to help you drill 
into your insights. 

Don’t work in a vacuum. Invite your program manager and other co-workers 
from grants or development to test the dashboards and provide feedback. 
They may have a slightly different approach that sheds new light on your 
financial data.  
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